
 

 

I was quite confident entering our 
August 17th Probus meeting. Our 
speaker, Tim Burrows, was present-
ing a subject that I was very inter-
ested in, had some knowledge of, 
and it was an important subject, of 
interest to almost all of us …. Bat-
tery-powered (EV), autonomous 
vehicles …. how could I go wrong 
reporting on this?  

 Let me tell you how …. Speaker Tim 
was so riveting, that I didn’t realize 
until he was finished, that I hadn’t 
taken down a word he had said. I 
should have known that Tesla own-
ers are enthusiastic and think of 
their cars with an almost religious 
zeal. A relative who has one thinks 
of his car like that. But I hadn’t real-
ized that this EV business means 
we’re entering a whole new world. 
This isn’t like the introduction of 
the Model T. The first part of the 
20th century, or the VW Beetle, the 
last part of that century. (They actu-
ally weren’t even great cars just 
filled a niche) The EV’s that are ar-
riving now to occupy this next 5 
decades are actually GREAT vehi-
cles, and they’re  going to make a 
huge change in EVERYTHING. 

The economy will change drastically 
as cars last much longer …. there’s 
no belts, transmissions, radiators. 
Driverless technology means cars 
will last much longer …. there will 
be many fewer serious collisions. 
With barely a handful of major 
moving parts there is almost noth-
ing to wear out. 

  

Meeting 
Review  

By Bob Chambers  

Flapped its’ doors, flashed ALL its 
lights to the music beat ….. and 
took about four minutes to do vari-
ous versions of that.  

By the end I wondered, WHY !!!  
It’s not something you would per-
form often, and where would you 
do it? The neighbours would com-
plain vehemently if you turned 
your Tesla show on in your drive-
way. 

The Tesla is a fine automobile, but 
this Easter Egg thing is a useless, 
stupid, circus. 

I can’t understand why Elon Musk 
put all the money and effort into 
equipping cars for this kind of 
show. 

And it’s not just about mechanical 
things. The 35,000 people who are 
killed annually in traffic mishaps in the 
U.S.A. alone, plus the countless folks 
currently injured annually in automo-
biles will be mostly removed from the 
lists of the stricken. Hamilton and Hal-
ton’s waterfalls and cliffs, not traffic 
mishaps, will probably soon be supply-
ing most of the customers for area 
trauma centres. And common sense 
should make sure these people stay on 
firmer footing. 

 Until Tim’s talk, I had thought the bat-
tery charge duration of a few hundred 
kilometres would be a real problem for 
EV users. But with Tim explaining how 
most electric cars will receive a full 
tank of fuel (i.e., a full battery charge) 
while they’re parked overnight, means 
that many of us will not often have the 
inconvenience of stopping for a re-
charge during our daily drive. Most 
cars travel far less distance in an aver-
age day than the recharge distance of 
most current EV’s …. and the EVs that 
will soon be available will be surpas-
sing these distances. 

The thing that will kill the Electric Car 
sooner than anything is lineups at re-
charging stations, OR, too few recharg-
ing stations. Oh, I should follow up on 
my introduction where I said I hadn’t 
taken any notes. True. But I did Email 
Speaker Burrows for some Info about 
the talk, to aid me in my story. 

Last night I thought more about telling 
the story of the Easter Egg Tesla. It’s 
hard, but not impossible to write. But 
as I thought about it I remembered 
how I felt as I actually watched the car 
do its “show”. 

We (yes, me too) were actually a bit 
impressed as it opened its windows, 
played a loud booming, techno-rock 
music, well sort of music, from its 
speakers. 
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Newsletter 

Valerie Garrett has been 
an Educator at the Muse-
ums of Burlington for 2 
years. I graduated from 
Brock University with a 
BA in History and Clas-
sics. She attained a post-
graduate diploma from 
Centennial College in Cul-
ture and Heritage Site 
Management. Her passion 
for teaching has lead her 
into a very rewarding ca-
reer path in the field of 
public programming. Her 
presentation will focus on 
the history of the City of 
Burlington through its 
citizens and architecture. 
She will use several prom-
inent citizens and build-
ings as her main focus 
throughout the presenta-
tion, starting with Bur-
lington’s first citizen, Jo-
seph Brant.  
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Speakers 

 
October 19th—Denise 
Davy—Rail Safety 

 

The History of the City of Burlington 
Through its Citizens and Architecture 

September 2017 

T he next meeting of 
the Probus Club 

of Burlington will be 
held on Thursday  
September 21st, at 
10:00AM at the Art 
Gallery of Burlington.  

E xtending the hand 
of welcome… 

What better way to begin 
our morning than with a 
firm handshake and a 
friendly smile from our 
four greeters, Ted 
Ayers, Alister Camp-
bell, Henry Hadley, 
and Colin Morley , 
guarantee this and will set 
the tone for the morning 
in true Probuscian style.   

Thanks Gentlemen. 

Membership Desk  

Rick Walton will be join-
ing Jim Allan on the 
Membership Desk this 
Month. 

 


